|4 Message from the Pastor

July and August can be a slower schedule for some of us. Those are months with days which can
be much the same kind of weather: hot and sunny. We may feel more relaxed. There may be
more opportunities to sit and reflect as we soak up the warmth and perhaps gaze at clouds
drifting by. Let me suggest a theme for your reflections: values. In our recent planning meeting,
we discussed our values as PHUMC and Jesus’ values. What do we hold as deeply treasured
principles that guide how we view the world and how we live? Do our values as a church match
what we know are Jesus’ values based on scripture? Some values which we believe are Jesus’
values and which we listed from scripture, although certainly not all that could be listed, were
mercy, forgiveness, kindness, making time for prayer, seeking and saving the lost, loving people
just as they are, allowing people free will, being trustworthy. Some of the values of PHUMC
which we listed were helping those less fortunate, welcoming everyone, spreading the good
news of Christ, helping our children (all of us, actually) to grow in faith. What are your values?
What are the foundational beliefs and principles which guide you? As you sit in the warmth of
these summer days and reflect on life, ask yourself if your values fit within God’s will. We will
probably all answer that they mostly fit God’s will, but not as much as we might want. We are
grateful that one of Jesus’ values is forgiveness! May the Holy Spirit cultivate in us the values
which will help us to do God’s work in this world. Amen.

Blessings,

Pastor Margery



