
 

        

   A Message from The Pastor 

How did you find your way to church? My parents took me when I was 

so young that I can’t remember it. I do have vague memories of attending with 

my grandmother and going to the preschool class of Sunday School. Maybe you 

went to church with a friend when you were a teen; you went to youth group 

or Sunday School because you were with your friend. As an adult, maybe you 

came because someone you knew invited you. That is the main reason that 

someone attends a church: they were invited. Perhaps they didn’t even want to 

come to church, but they wanted to be with or to please their friend.  

We do know stories of persons who came to church on their own or may even have sort of accidentally 

found a church, but most of the time, people come to church because someone they know is attending that 

church. When was the last time you invited someone to church? You don’t have to start with a worship 

service; you may want to invite someone to a fun event. You could invite someone to help you with a 

mission in the church: the Fibers of Love or the monthly spaghetti dinner or VBC or the Thrift Shop. We all 

want to know that we have made a difference in the world and helping you to help others is a great way to 

invite someone to make a difference. We have been hearing and reading stories of what the church means 

to members of PHUMC. I invite you to think for a bit about what the church means to you. Wouldn’t you like 

your friends to have that same experience, that feeling of being part of a group that is making a difference 

and who accept you for who you are and somewhere you can belong? Invite them to join you and 

experience what you have experienced here at PHUMC. Once they have found belonging here, they may find 

a real relationship with our Lord, if they have not already done so. You don’t have to preach or know any 

theology; you only have to invite them to come with you to your place of belonging, here at church. The 

invitation will be as easy as inviting them to lunch or to go shopping or to any other experience you want to 

share with a friend.  

 

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!” – Psalm 122: 1 

“Nathaniel said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see’.” – 

John 1: 46  

 
Blessings,      
Pastor Margery 
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The 21st Session of the Baltimore Washington 
Conference of the United Methodist Church 

Location: The Baltimore Hilton, May 13 - 15, 2025 

Theme: Rejoice In The Lord: Dwell in Joy! 
Scripture: Philippians 4:4-9. 

 
   Bishop LaTrell Easterling was appointed for another 
term as the conference Episcopal Leader for Baltimore-
Washington and Peninsula-Delaware. She preached the 
opening worship service which set the tone of the 
conference. Encouraging all to embrace the Changes of 
Hope as we go forward to spread the Love and Light of 
Jesus in our communities and around the world!  
   We welcomed our new conference lay leader, Ameilia 
Duroska.  She presided over the Laity Session of the 
conference and I was able to spend some time 
fellowshipping with her. 
   Guest speaker: Rev. Kris Sledge, Lead pastor of The 
Journey Church in Harrisburg, PA. 65% of his 
congregation is under the age of 40.  
   Questions: 

• 1. Where do we see God?  

• 2. What are we willing to let die for the sake of 
connecting with New young adults?  

• 3. What "core values" need to come back to 
life?   

 Author of “Followers Under 40" 
   New: Restructuring of Districts.and Hubs. The 
purpose is to partner with other churches in a close 
geographical area. Exploring our strengths and 
weaknesses as disciples so that we can dig deeper to 
share our faith in our communities. We are stronger 
together as we show "Love in Action".  
Our Hub: Beltway North, Connecting Church: Loch 
Raven, District: Reservoir District, Superintendent: 
Eliezer Valentin-Castan~on" I introduced myself to him 
and let him know that I was the representative from 
Perry Hall UMC. 
   New Rules for Voting on Constitutional 
Amendments. The amendments are voted on 
Worldwide so results cannot be announced at individual 
conferences. Results will be announced when all 
conferences have voted. We voted on 4 Constitutional 

Amendments, 8 Resolutions and various other 
recommendations and issues.  
   Commissioning and Ordinations 
2 Deacons Ordained 
9 Ordained Elders 
2 Provisional Deacons Commissioned 
3 Provisional Elders Commissioned 
   Retirees 572 Years of Service 
Our Superintendent, Reverend Ann Laprade serving 42 
years, was among the 20 Retirees. Thanks and To God 
Be the Glory for His Faithful Servants! 
   Church Closures - 6   
 

I'd like to thank the Perry Hall UMC Congregation for 
sending me to represent you at the Baltimore-
Washington Annual Conference. 

In Christ's Service, 
Debra Gayles 

   (see pictures of Annual Conference on last page!) 

 

 
By  Laura Hanna 
 

   It may be 
hard to 
believe, but 

summer is almost upon us!  Spring has been beautiful, 
and the days have been getting longer – all making 
winter a distant memory!   While seasons and weather 
have changed, what has been consistent through these 
past six months is the pantry and the mission it follows!  
In May alone, approximately 180 families were 
scheduled to visit the pantry. While this is at a 
significant level, the pantry was able to meet the 
demand because of the generosity of Maryland Food 
bank, members of Perry Hall UMC and Camp Chapel 
UMC, and donations from the local community. The 
demand for the pantry’s assistance continues to be high 
(approximately 180+ families are scheduled for June) 
but unfortunately summer from the past has 
consistently played a slow-down in donations.   

   Summer brings vacations for many, 
but unfortunately not for those in 
need.  To help keep the pantry 
shelves stocked, we are planning a 
couple of future food drives (as done 
in the past summers).  The possible 
food drive dates are Saturday, July 26  

from  1-3 pm and Saturday, August 30 from 1-3 pm.   So, 
plans will continue for these dates, making the food 
drives as a drive through in front of the church.  If you 
would like to be part of the food drive (helping either of 
those dates), please let Laura/Dave Hanna know (or any 
of the pantry volunteers) – we would love to have your 



assistance.  Until then, thank you for your donations in 
the past and your continued support! 

Stats to date:   January – May 
• New families added since January 1st – 

approximately 45-50   

• Families served:  approximately 790 families 
served  (approximately 2200 individuals) 

• Bags of food given – approximately 6400  

• Number of appointments per week - 
approximately 45-48 

• Schedule for June – approximately 180 families  
 

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR CONTINUED 
SUPPORT!  

 

          
 by Denise Boyd 
 

   The Trustees met on 
Tuesday, March 20th.  A few 
highlights from our meeting 
are as follows: 

 

• The sound system installation has begun.  
There are a few more items to still come in 
before everything is finalized. 

• A new compressor is in the process of being 
installed for the sanctuary.  Waiting for one 
part to finish the installation. 

   We have begun our inspections throughout the 
building.  It is amazing what you find when you start 
looking!  Next, we will compile and prioritize the list.  
We will be making some moves within the building to 
better utilize our space, as well as open up space for 
other things that are needed.  We will be planning a few 
cleaning days throughout the summer and will be asking 
for your help with them.   
   Finally, we are looking more members to be part of 
our Building and Property Committee.  If you are skilled 
in any areas of repair and upkeep of equipment such as  
electrical, plumbing, hvac, painting, carpentry, or 
building maintenance, OR if you are just an interested 
Harry Homeowner, we could surely use you.  Please 
contact Denise at 443-787-8687 if you would be willing 
to serve on our committee.  We hope to meet mid-June 
to get rolling! 

 

Spread love like sunshine… 

…generously and often! 

        by Peggy Whiting 
 
Our Mini Golf outing was 
rained out and now we are 
hoping that a number of you 

will be interested in attending a production of Damn 
Yankees at Cockpit and Court at CCBC.  We will be going 
to the show on Sunday, June 29.  I will be unable to 
attend due to my surgery, but Peggy Winchester 
graciously offered to order the tickets after everyone 
has signed up and paid for them.  A signup sheet and 
flyers will be available in the Narthex.  Ticket prices and 
show time will be posted there.    



 
   The end of our Sunday 
School year is coming 
quickly, but before we 
finish we will celebrate 
Pentecost. A Pentecost 

parade will be held on June 8th. All the children will 
lead us in a Spirit parade of streamers. Parents, please 
have your children come to the narthex at 9:15 am. 
They will be given instructions and streamers. Parents, 
please look for an email reminder. 
     Our Sunday School closing program will be held on 
June 22nd. We would love to have all our students, and 
their parents attend worship on this special Sunday. 
Students will receive their certificates at this time.  
     Summer Sunday School begins on June 29th. The 
Sunday School team is looking for a few teachers to 
teach our students this summer. We have the 
curriculum! We need your spirit to help our students 
learn about the love of Jesus. This fall we will need 
teachers for the kindergarten through 2nd grade 
Sunday School class. If you are willing to teach this 
summer or this fall please contact me by email at 
carolewebner@hotmail.com. 
   Thank you for all your support of our Sunday School 
program. 
        Carole Webner, 
        For the Sunday School Team 

 

 
 by Kathy Loggins 




   The ladies at the thrift store 
have been busy the last 

few months.  March through April 12th we had our bag 
sale. You could not beat the prices -  $5.00 a bag. The 
last two weeks of April we closed for our season change 
over, moving our fall/winter clothing into storage and 
bring out our spring/summer clothes . We reopened 

mailto:carolewebner@hotmail.com


May 2nd with a big welcome back from our frequent 
customers, and some new ones.   
   We are still looking for some help. If you are 
interested in volunteering one Saturday a month from 
9-12 please feel free to contact me. 
   I want to thank the ladies who keep the thrift store 
running, without you we could not provide this service 
to our community. 

 
Folk Music Night: June 14th,  
7-10 p.m., featuring Jason 
Harrod. 
(https://www.jasonharrod.com/).  
 

   Jason Harrod is an award-winning singer-songwriter 
known for generous melodies and poetic, image-rich 
lyrics. He embodies a blend of blues and folk wrought 
with an extremely strong country spine. He has been 
writing, recording, and performing for over 20 years and 
has shared the stage with Alison Krauss and the Indigo 
Girls. His set starts around 8:15. The evening begins 
with an “open mic” at 7:00. The open mic resumes after 
Tony’s set. Admission is free, but donations are 
welcome.  The Folk Music Night schedule, along with 
additional information, may be found 
at  http://www.folkmusicnight.com/ . Questions may be 
directed to Neil Zimmerman: 410-529-7176 or 
ndzimmer@comcast.net  .  - Neil Zimmerman 
 





Troop 456 

  Troop 456 went horseback 
riding at Magnolia Acres Farm 
in May to earn our horseback 
riding badge! PHUMC’s own 
Sam Bosque was at the farm 
helping our scouts learn all 
about proper technique and 
gave us a demonstration of 
several different styles of 
riding. It was a fantastic 
experience for the troop! 



A perfect summer day is when the sun is 
shining, the breeze is blowing, the birds 
are singing, and the lawn mower is broken. 
                                -James Dent 

   

 KC Dance  

       & Fitness 

 

   Our dancers and their moms had a lovely time at the 
Ladies Tea this month! We loved being the 
entertainment, and we had so much fun performing for 
everyone. Thank you for the opportunity!  


 

 
 
 



Drive-thru Spaghetti Dinner – June 7th, 4-6 pm.  
Last one until September!!  Stop in  and see us! 



 
May       1 – Coffee Hour after church 

 4 – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm 
                7 – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 
                   – Drive-thru Spaghetti Dinner  4-6 pm 

  8 – Coffee Hour after church 
           11 – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm 
 12 – United Women in Faith   7 pm 

https://www.jasonharrod.com/
http://www.folkmusicnight.com/
mailto:ndzimmer@comcast.net


 14 – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 
       – Men’s Breakfast  9 am 
       – Folk Music Night  7 pm 

15 – Coffee Hour after church 
16 – Finance Meeting  7 pm 
18 – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm  
19 – United Methodist Men  7 pm        
21 – Thrift Shop open 9 am-12 pm 
     – Town Fair  10 am-3 pm 
22 – Coffee Hour after church 
25 – Choir and band Rehearsal  7 pm 
26 – Fibers of Love Crocheting  6 pm 
28 – Thrift Shop open 9 am-12 pm 
29 – Coffee Hour after church 





Highlights of the Baltimore-
Washington Annual Conference 

 


