
A Message from The Pastor 

     This year, a good bit of April will still be in Lent. We continue 
the prayerful examination of our own souls and the ministry of 
PHUMC to ensure that we are living within God’s will. We pray 
the Lord’s Prayer at least three times a day and solemnly 
celebrate Holy Week, laying our lives at Jesus’ feet, submitting 
our will to Jesus’ will. Then, on the 20th, for some of us, bright 
and early (6:30am), we greet the joy of Easter! For the rest of 
us, we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord at 9:30am with 
music, flowers, and Holy Communion. It can be jarring to go 
from the silence and sorrow of a Good Friday service to the 
bright joy of Easter Sunday, but life is like that. Throughout our 
lives, we move from joy to sorrow and back again. I sometimes 
joke that I really enjoy the boring times because that means 
everything is going smoothly. As I write this, small stems of 
green are poking up in my yard, a few even have yellow flower 
buds and are getting ready to burst forth into lovely daffodils.  

This happens every year: the same flowers come up every year in the same place. I’m not a 
gardener, so I am not one to experiment with new flowers and tend new flower beds, but I 
admire those who do. Yet, I find comfort in the sameness of my daffodils, just like I find 
comfort in boring days. Even in new flowers in new places, there is the comfort of knowing 
that seeds, bulbs, soil, water and sunlight respond the same way every year. God is the 
source of that sameness and the source of all the life we celebrate so joyously in April and 
throughout the year. The flowers poke their stems up and greet us with the joy of their 
beauty every year because God brings that life into being. Flowers have been doing that for 
millions of years because God has been nurturing life into being since time began and will 
do that for eternity. No matter what is happening in our lives when you read this, God is 
nurturing life into being for you, for your family, for PHUMC, for our community, for the 
world. We can rest in the wisdom and power of our Lord, whether we are in the silence and 
sorrow or in the joy and flowers. God is the same and nurtures us with love and with life. 
May your Lent continue to be blessed. May your Easter be filled with joy. May you walk 
confidently in the presence of our loving Lord who gifts us with abundant life! 

 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Margery 
 


