
 

        

     

A Message from The Pastor 

The whole of March is in Lent. Lent is a season of repentance, 
examination in the light of Jesus’ teachings, preparation for the 
sorrows and glory of Holy Week, an opportunity to grow closer to 
God. In our Bible study for this season, we will very briefly discuss 
The Lord’s Prayer. Adam Hamilton, in this study, points out that 
early Christians developed the discipline of praying the Lord’s 
Prayer 3 times a day. I challenge each of us to do the same for the 
season of Lent, or at least for the month of March. We can pray the 
Lord’s Prayer many more than three times a day, if we want, but 
can we do our best to pray that powerful prayer every day, 3 times 
a day? We pray to our Parent, a loving and faithful and powerful 
Parent, whom Jesus called Father and Daddy.  

We are called to ask for, and take action to make happen, the kingdom of God. We pray that 
our will be set aside, that our dreams and wishes and plans be forgotten in the light of God’s 
plans and wishes and will. Thy will be done, O God. We ask for what is necessary to sustain us 
for our work in God’s kingdom. We seek to be forgiven and to forgive. Forgiveness requires 
humility and seeing ourselves in the light of truth. Forgiveness requires mercy and letting go 
of our need for retribution. Forgiving and being forgiven requires what we just asked for: 
God’s will, not my will, be done. We ask for protection and wisdom and acknowledge God’s 
presence with us in all circumstances to help us live as Jesus wants us to live. And, we end 
with a statement of belief in God’s power and glory and reign. Are we able to pray these 
words, thinking about the meaning of them and how we can live them out, 3 times a day this 
Lent? Please join me in this prayer journey! 
 

 
Blessings, 
Pastor Margery 
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   Our Safe and Sound Fund 

journey continues! We have been giving to the capital 
campaign to pay for the education wing roof and a new 
sound system in the sanctuary. Great news! The roof is 
complete!! We celebrate and give thanks to the many 
of you who contributed already to the Fund. We ask 
that you will continue to pray and give generously. The 
cost of the roof was $152,000.00. When the sound 
system is complete, we will have a better idea of that 
cost, but it will be approximately $70,000.00. Those are 
huge costs, which we are able to meet out of our 
Endowment Fund. That Endowment Fund was a 
staggeringly generous gift which came from the sale of 
Overlea United Methodist Church. Of course, taking 
those funds from our endowment, while necessary, 
seriously depletes the fund.  
   Some of us may not realize what an Endowment Fund 
is or how it works. Please look for better explanations in 
the coming weeks, but for now, think of it like an 
investment in the church’s future. An Endowment Fund 
allows the kind of investment which we are making now 
in the roof and an improved way to be heard and seen, 
both in the sanctuary and to the community we reach 
online. I don’t want to think about what might have 
happened if we did not have that fund to draw upon 
when needed. The many people who lived out their 
faith in the loving congregation of Overlea UMC left a 
legacy for us here and now. What kind of legacy will we 
leave for the faithful members of PHUMC in the future? 
   Please continue giving generously to the Safe and 
Sound Fund, or if you have not yet given, please 
prayerfully consider giving. You may give by writing a 
check to PHUMC, with Safe and Sound Fund in the 
memo line. Please contact Debbie Siegert or Kim Cole 
Evans for alternative ways to give, such as EFT. 
 

 

  
 
by Laura Hanna 
 
Happy March!  While 
the days have been 

cold, blah, and definitely not very nice – the pantry has 
been busy!  Because of mother nature, the pantry 
actually had to ‘close’ one day (February 12) due to 
inclement weather!  This is the first time in several years 
– but it was a good decision.  To make sure all the 
families on that ‘closed’ day were served, the pantry  

opened the next day in the afternoon = so all families 
were assisted!   
   So far, the pantry is seeing that 2025 will be very busy!  
The pantry is serving about 45 families every week with 
about 48-50 families scheduled each week for the 
remainder of February and all of March!  (this is about 
185+ families for each month).  We   
are adding about 3 new families each week during these 
very difficult times. 
   While the pantry is quite busy, we 
want to make sure you all know 
how much the pantry appreciates 
your kindness and donations.  Each 
week the pantry is preparing and 
distributing about 450 bags of food.  
These bags are only possible 
because of the generosity of you, 
the community, Weis, Md Food 
Bank, and so many unsung heroes! 
GOD BLESS YOU!  Your donations 
are making a true difference in so 
many lives. 
If you ever like to see your pantry – 
where your donations go and how they are used – feel 
free to stop by!  The welcome mat is always out!  
Remember – the pantry is open on Wed, Friday, and 
Saturdays from 9-12. Stop by and see your pantry in 
action! 
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   by Carole Webner 
 
   Can you believe that Lent 
is just around the corner? 

To help our Sunday school students have a better 
understanding of Lent they will be receiving a 
devotional and a “Giving Box”. The devotional contains 
age appropriate stories, prayers and activities for 
families to share. Once again our “Giving Box” collection 
will be donated to the food pantry that services so 
many of our community families. 
   Lent is a season of sacrifice. A time when we reflect on 
how Jesus sacrificed so much for each of us. In a small 
way our “Giving Box” helps the students to understand 
the meaning of sacrificing for others. The “Giving 
Boxes” are due back on Easter Sunday. Please enjoy the 
devotions with your children. 
   Thank you for your continued support of our Sunday 
school program. 
 


 

 
Folk Music Night: March 22, 7-10 
p.m., featuring Doug Alan Wilcox  
http://www.dawilcox.com/).  
 

Doug Alan Wilcox brings singer/songwriter perspective 
to a seamless marriage of bluesy folk and soul. Intimate, 
thought-provoking, and, on occasion, wryly humorous, 
Wilcox delivers music that will stick in your head - as 
well as your heart. His set starts around 8:15. The 
evening begins with an “open mic” at 7:00. The open 
mic resumes after Doug’s set. Admission is free, but 
donations are welcome. The Folk Music Night schedule, 
along with additional information, may be found at 
https://www.folkmusicnight.com/ . Questions may be 
directed to Neil Zimmerman: 410-529-7176 
or ndzimmer@comcast.net .      - Neil Zimmerman 



 
   The Seder Meal is a 
Jewish tradition that is 
celebrated during the 

Jewish Passover, enabling us to recall the Egyptian 
bondage and reminding us of God’s  gracious act of 
deliverance and liberation.  
     You are invited to attend a Seder Meal led by Neil 
Zimmerman on Thursday, April 10th.  There will be 
limited spaces available, and you MUST make a 
reservation to attend.  Look for a signup sheet in the 
bulletin later in March, or you can also call the office to 
put in your reservation.  The cut-off for reservations will 

be Sunday, March 30th.  This is  FIRM date, so be sure to 
save your spot ASAP. 


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Drive-thru Spaghetti Dinner 

 Saturday, March 1st from 4:00 – 6:00 pm 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper   
  Tuesday, March 4th – 4:30-6:30 

Soup and Sandwich Luncheon 
  Sunday, March 30th after service 
Seder Meal 
 Thursday, April 10th – 6:30 pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 

(Outside Group Events Not Included)
 

March    1 – Drive-thru Spaghetti Dinner   4-6 pm 
 2 – Coffee Hour after church 
 3 – Bible Study  7 pm 
 4 – Bible Study  12 pm 

                      Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 4:30-6:30 
 5 – Ash Wednesday  Services 12 and 7 pm 

  6 – WISH  10:30 am 
                8 – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 
                9 – Coffee Hour after church  
         Daylight Savings Time begins 
              10 – Bible Study  6 pm 
         Finance Meeting  7 pm 

11 – Trustees Meeting  7 pm 
12 – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm 

 13 – United Women in Faith  7 pm 
15 – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 

               16 – Coffee Hour after church 
 18 – Ad Council Meeting  7 pm 
               19  – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm 

 20 – United Methodist Men  7 pm  
               22 – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 

      – Folk Music Night  7 pm 
 23 – Coffee Hour after church 
 24 – Bible Study  7 pm 
 25 – Bible Study  12 pm             
 26 – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm 
 29 – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 
 30 – Soup and Sandwich Luncheon after church 

http://www.dawilcox.com/
https://www.folkmusicnight.com/
mailto:ndzimmer@comcast.net

