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A Message from The Pastor

During the month of February, | will be part of a committee which
examines candidates for ordained ministry. Almost all of those
candidates will be ordained at Annual Conference in May. The process to
become ordained is long and full of requirements. The Board of Ordained
Ministry has a big responsibility to make sure that the clergy are well
prepared for their roles and that they will be blessings to their churches. |
write this for a couple reasons. First, to assure you that the UMC
leadership does its best to take care of you as future leaders are trained.
Second, because we all face times in our lives when we are being
prepared and evaluated. | began that process in kindergarten, many
years ago! We all know the stress of learning (or struggling to learn) and
facing the test which lets our teachers know what we have learned.

Most of us have learned to drive and taken that test, too. Some of us have other experiences of
being trained and taking tests of some kind to prove that we have achieved a certain level of
mastery of those lessons. The stress of being evaluated is real! And, we have all faced it.

Do we face that kind of stress in the church? Does God evaluate us on our faith or our progress in
growing as a disciple? | don’t think that we can escape some evaluation, maybe from others but
mostly from ourselves. We are trained by our culture to judge and be judged. Actually, part of our
growth as disciples is learning to judge less and less. As we recognize our own sins and faults, we can
show more grace and forgiveness to others. The one person who will always forgive us and who
loves us unconditionally is God. God certainly sees us clearly and knows our failings better than we
do ourselves, but God’s love never falters. God’s love doesn’t depend on whether we pass a test or
learn a particular lesson or meet some standard. God loves us, no matter what. It is that very love,
so deep and eternal, that causes us to strive to be the person God wants us to be- and God is with us
every step of that long journey. Let’s remember our stress in trying to learn and grow and so strive
to be gentle with others and with ourselves, rejoicing in God’s unending grace!

Blessings,
Pastor Margery




Pastor Margery will offer a
6-week Lenten study, March
3/4- April 14/15. We will skip
the week of April 7/8. The study
is based on the book, The
Message of Jesus, by Adam
Hamilton. The cost of the book is $15.00.

Please let Pastor Margery if you are interested by Feb.
17th, and whether you will attend the Monday evening
or Tuesday noon class, so that she can purchase the
correct amount of books.
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| by Laura Hanna

Happy New Year —2025!!!
Wow, a new year has
started and winter is truly upon us — but the pantry is as
busy as ever! Over the last two months (November and
December) many good things occurred for the pantry!
Several schools and organizations and even the White
Marsh Police Precinct held holiday food drives for the
pantry. The results were very, very bountiful! Literally
thousands of items were donated! After these items
were all ‘checked’ to be ‘in-date’ they filled the pantry
shelves! The pantry is very dependent on the
community’s kindness and generosity — these holiday
food drives are absolutely wonderful! It is impossible to
thank all those in the community that donated, but
thanks can go to those who led the drives:

Chapel Hill Elementary School; Seven Oaks Elementary
School; Perry Hall High School; Seven Oaks Senior
Center; Camp Chapel UMC; White Marsh Police
Precinct; Girl Scout troop at PHUMC and Perry Hall
Masons.

Also, many organizations and individuals, in lieu of
‘food donations’ were extremely generous with a
monetary donation! These monetary donations allow
the pantry to ‘shop’ for the items that are bare on the
shelves now and in the future! These donations came
from so many sources/organizations— from Perry Hall
UMC church members to Ravens Roost of Perry Hall to
Perry Hall Masons to individuals from throughout the
community! In other words, the pantry was truly
blessed by the kindness and generosity of so many from
throughout the community!

As we enter the coldest days of winter, the shelves of
the pantry will be able to provide to the families that
seek our help! While | often think of the ‘loaves and
fishes’ story of Jesus, the pantry seems to continue to
be able to meet the needs of so many families because
of the kindness of so many people!

2024 Pantry Numbers

Pantry Days Opened: 155 days!

Number of volunteers that keep the pantry running
smoothly: 30!

Weekly number of ‘volunteer’ hours served to the
pantry needs: 40+ hours (between the hours running
the pantry, preparing
bags, checking in food,
picking up donations, etc)

Families served in the
year 2024: 1971 families
(this worked out to
approximately 5435
individuals). On average,
the pantry served about
45 families per week.
Bags of food distributed: approximately 17,739+ bags.
Each family received at least 9 pre-bagged food items,
but sometimes 10!

Donations: Thousands and thousands of food items
and monetary donations were received throughout the
year. These donations went straight to the
shelves/bags and thus to the families! Special Note:
Twice, very week Weis Mkt on Joppa Road donates
baked good items — bread, rolls, desserts, and baked
sweets! All of these items are ‘in date’ and wonderful!
We are forever grateful for their continued support
these past 4 years! Shout out — Thank You to Weis!
GOD BLESS YOU! Your donations are making a true
difference in so many lives.

Thank you for your continuous support, love, and
donations - big or small, every can, box, dollar
donated makes the pantry successful in its mission!
May your 2025 be filled with peace, joy, love and good
health!
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UPDATE: Annual Holiday Food Basket Distribution

The holiday seasons
have come and gone
but the joy you
provided lives on! Over
80 families were
provided a wonderful 3
holiday dinner because of the gener05|ty of SO many
from Perry Hall UMC and Camp Chapel UMC. Each

» dinner had all the

| components of a festive
dinner — from turkey
/ham to sweet potatoes
to cranberry sauce and
so much more (including
| 22025 calendar)! Thank




you to everyone — your donations
provided overflowing ‘holiday bags’
and beautiful wishes from Pastor
Margery.

Thank you to
everyone who
braved the ‘slightly chilly’ afternoon on distribution days
(Nov 23rd and Dec 14™) to help make the families feel
the love!

by Melanie Nolet
Trustee Chair

The Board of Trustees has been
; diligently working on completion
of the roof on our education wing. This has been a huge
project from start to finish. The Superior roofing
completed the job right after the New Year and we are
currently completing walk throughs of the scope of the
work. Some minor adjustments needed to be made to
the sloping, but we are on our way to be a “leak free”
church!!

Trustees will be meeting in January to discuss our new
focus moving forward in 2025.
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CALLING NEW ACOLYTES !!!

A ] We are planning our annual Acolyte

co UECS training session for children who have
signed up to begin acolyting this year. Tentatively
scheduled is one hour-long meeting in the sanctuary on
a Friday evening in February.

If your child is at least 8 years old and is interested in

becoming a PHUMC acolyte this year, please contact
Joyce Ziegler to be included in the training session.

! United by Denise Boyd,
-, = Women President
I in Faith First and foremost, we want

to thank Debbie Siegert for
her leadership last year as our President. She did a
fantastic job, leaving me with big shoes to fill!

The UWF meets on the second Thursday evening of
each month. After taking a break for the Blue Christmas
service in December, we met on January 9% and picked
up our Bible study on “Bad Girls of the Bible (and what
we can learn from them).

On the United Women in Faith website we find the
following statements:

Our Mission: “We seek to connect and nurture
women through Christian spiritual formation,
leadership development, creative fellowship and
education so that they can inspire, influence and impact
local and global communities.”

Our Vision: “We are a powerful, fearless force driven
by God’s love and united in sisterhood. With a focus on
women, children and youth, we act for justice and
transform communities.

We face the realities we see in the world, even when
they are not the ones we would like to see. However,
our goal is not to bear witness simply to harms but also
to God’s love by acting boldly to change those harms.”

Our Action: “We are a powerful, fearless force driven
by God’s love and united in sisterhood. With a focus on
women, children and youth, we act for justice and
transform communities.

We face the realities we see in the world, even when
they are not the ones we would like to see. However,
our goal is not to bear witness simply to harms but also
to God’s love by acting boldly to change those harms.”

This is not something we can do by right away, or by
ourselves. But we CAN take small steps toward the
common goal. Everyone must start somewhere.

Would you like to be part of this movement? Our next
meeting is on Thursday, February 13™. We will be
talking about our goals for this year and what mission
projects we plan to support. We invite all the ladies to
join us for an evening of fun, study and fellowship.
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by Joyce Ziegler
PHUMOC Veterans Day Tribute

. We are always happy to honor
our veterans, both at PHUMC and nationwide. During
October, we signed “Thank You for Your Service” cards,
which were mailed off to four veterans’ organizations
that then presented them to the military at their



Veterans Day celebrations. Many thanks to those of
you who donated Thank You cards and also to those
folks who signed them. Thanks to you, we were able to
return 84 cards that expressed our appreciation to our
veterans.

During our Veterans Day celebration
on November 10th, we honored our
PHUMC veterans when they came up
front to receive decorated foam
military airplanes, complete with
Thank You notes, that the children
had created for them. We always look
forward to that day - to shake the veterans’ hands,
thank them for their service, pray for them and give
them our heartfelt appreciation with a huge round of

applause by everyone.

And while Mr. Carl wasn’t there for
our celebration, we stopped by to
visit he and Mrs. Sherril and give
them one our airplanes too. Wasn’t
he a handsome groom in his military
dress? What a happy couple!

Thank you again, Mr. Ed, Mr. Buzzy,

Mr. Charles, Mr. Gary, Mr. Carl and

Mr. Ron for your service to our country. God Bless you
Alll

THANK YOU! THANK YOU
ALL — for your unbelievable
support and your extra
efforts to support
Operation Christmas Child
this year! With your help

and generous donations, we collected 207 shoeboxes
that were blessed and then delivered to our nearby OCC
collection site on November 24%". Whether you packed
boxes, made
necklaces,
donated toward
shipping or packed
a shoebox online,
we are truly

; grateful!

And an extra thank you to Ann, Edward and Leona for
spending many hours on your special OCC projects.

As in years past, Ann created
beautiful cloth books for many of
us to put in our OCC shoeboxes.
After many hours of cutting,

pinning and sewing together each

of the cloth books,
Ann donated them
to our congregation
so that we would
have these special :
gifts for our boxes too! A special thank you to our
favorite seamstress!

And how AMAZED we were when Edward’s
plan to enlist family and friends to fill and
donate 20 shoeboxes to OCC this year even
exceeded HIS original

% expectations! Edward worked
hard delivering empty
shoeboxes for folks to fill. He
even shopped for toys, school
supplies, hygiene items and
other goodies with monetary
donations from other friends
and famlly And with much enthusiasm and
appreciation, Edward and his family brought
in 42 shoeboxes during Collection Week,
more than doubling his original goal! Thank
you, Edward — you are an inspiration to all of us at
PHUMC!

And how grateful we are for
Leona’s Girl Scout Troop 456
that meets here at church two
to three times a month. We are

. so thankful this
Christmas, not
only for their
donation of 21
OCC shoeboxes
but also for the 11 bags full of
groceries they collected to put in our
PHUMC Holiday Food Baskets. What
wonderful ways to live out the Girl
Scout pledge. And it also earned them a Service Project
Award
too!
THANK
YOU SO
MUCH!




Folk Music Night: February
£ 22,7-10 p.m,, featuring

Rupert Wates
(http:/Aww.rupertwatesmusic.com/)

Rupert Wates is an internationally touring
singer/songwriter, born in London, based in the US
since 2007. His music is all original, acoustic melodic
art/folk, with a strong emphasis on virtuoso guitar and
storytelling. Since coming to the US, he has won more
than 50 songwriting and performing awards. He
averages 120 live shows a year. His set starts around
8:15. The evening begins with an “open mic” at 7:00.
The open mic resumes after David’s set. Admission is
free, but donations are welcome.

The Folk Music Night schedule, along with additional
information, may be found at
http://www.folkmusicnight.com/. Questions may be
directed to Neil Zimmerman: 410-529-7176 or
ndzimmer@comcast.net . - Neil Zimmerman
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HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY from our staff and students at
KC Dance & Fitness. Fellowship Hall sees lots of LOVE
from our dancers! We can't wait to share what we've
been working on for our spring performances. Stay
tuned!

KC Dance
& Fitness
by Kristen Celerno
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Drive-thru Spaghetti Dinner

Saturday, February 1st from 4:00 — 6:00 pm
Valentine Cookie Decorating

Sunday, February 9" after church in FH

Drive-thru Spaghetti Dinner
Saturday, March 1st from 4:00 — 6:00 pm
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(Outside Group Events Not Included)

February 1 - Drive-thru Spaghetti Dinner 4-6 pm
2 — Coffee Hour after church
5 — Choir and band rehearsal 7 pm
6 — WISH 10:30 am
8 — Thrift Shop open 9 am-12 pm
— Drive-thru Spaghetti Dinner 4-6 pm
9 - Coffee Hour after church
— Valentine Cookie Decorating after church
12 - Choir and band rehearsal 7 pm
13 = United Women in Faith 7 pm
15 - Thrift Shop open 9 am-12 pm
16 - Coffee Hour after church
19 - Choir and band rehearsal 7 pm
20 - United Methodist Men 7 pm
22 - Thrift Shop open 9 am-12 pm
— Folk Music Night 7 pm
23 — Coffee Hour after church
26 — Choir and band rehearsal 7 pm
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God’s Valentine
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