
A Message from The Pastor 

During the month of February, I will be part of a 
committee which examines candidates for ordained 
ministry. Almost all of those candidates will be ordained 
at Annual Conference in May. The process to become 
ordained is long and full of requirements. The Board of 
Ordained Ministry has a big responsibility to make sure 
that the clergy are well prepared for their roles and that 
they will be blessings to their churches. I write this for a 
couple reasons. First, to assure you that the UMC 
leadership does its best to take care of you as future 
leaders are trained. Second, because we all face times in 
our lives when we are being prepared and evaluated. I 
began that process in kindergarten, many years ago! We 
all know the stress of learning (or struggling to learn) and 
facing the test which lets our teachers know what we have 
learned.  

Most of us have learned to drive and taken that test, too. Some of us have other 
experiences of being trained and taking tests of some kind to prove that we have 
achieved a certain level of mastery of those lessons. The stress of being evaluated 
is real! And, we have all faced it. 
Do we face that kind of stress in the church? Does God evaluate us on our faith or 
our progress in growing as a disciple? I don’t think that we can escape some 
evaluation, maybe from others but mostly from ourselves. We are trained by our 
culture to judge and be judged. Actually, part of our growth as disciples is learning 
to judge less and less. As we recognize our own sins and faults, we can show more 
grace and forgiveness to others. The one person who will always forgive us and who 
loves us unconditionally is God. God certainly sees us clearly and knows our failings 
better than we do ourselves, but God’s love never falters. God’s love doesn’t 
depend on whether we pass a test or learn a particular lesson or meet some 
standard. God loves us, no matter what. It is that very love, so deep and eternal, 
that causes us to strive to be the person God wants us to be- and God is with us 
every step of that long journey. Let’s remember our stress in trying to learn and grow 
and so strive to be gentle with others and with ourselves, rejoicing in God’s 
unending grace! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Margery 
 


