
 

        

     

A Message from The Pastor 

   Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! Cozy Winter Greetings! Do 
you make new year resolutions? I used to do that, but I stopped 
some years ago. I had trouble keeping them, then I would feel 
discouraged. There seemed to be little reason to put myself through 
that every year, so I didn’t. Perhaps it was the content of the 
resolution. Maybe I chose resolutions that were unrealistic. I 
suspect that it might also have had something to do with the time 
of year. It seems like a good idea to start afresh in such an 
important transition as a new year. But January is a dreary time of 
year, so maybe I had trouble staying motivated in the gray and cold 
of winter. 

 Maybe I wasn’t clear about to whom I was making this promise: myself, God, my family? 
Whatever the reason, I decided to stop making resolutions.  Instead, I try to open myself to 
the nudges of the Holy Spirit on a regular basis. Instead of praying to make and keep a big 
promise once a year, I now strive to be attentive to what God wants me to do in this 
moment, in this day. What is the next step the Spirit is nudging me to take? Living everyday 
within the will of God is indeed a big goal, bigger than any resolution I ever made. But, it is a 
worthier goal and I only need to take one step at a time. Any time of year, any season, I can 
pray and try to live as the person God created me to be. I strive to be loving, and kind, and 
gentle, and faithful, to stand up against evil and oppression and injustice. May God grant 
each of us the strength and discernment to follow those nudges of the Holy Spirit on January 
1st and every day. 

 

 
Blessings,      
Pastor Margery 
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The 
magic of 

the holidays is upon us – and the new year is right 
around the corner!  As we come to this most magical 
part of the calendar, it is a time of reflection, hope, and 
plans for the future!   It has been an unbelievable year 
for so many and also for the pantry.  The numbers tell 
the story. 
PANTRY NUMBERS: 
Pantry Days Opened:  155 days! 
Number of volunteers that keep the pantry running 
smoothly: 30!  These 30 volunteers are truly unsung 
heroes – they work in all manners to 
make the pantry run smoothly! Some 
give time weekly, some monthly but all 
give with their heart!  God Bless them 
all!! 
Weekly number of ‘volunteer’ hours 
served to the pantry needs:  approximately 25-30 hours 
per week!  These hours included shopping, stocking 
shelves, quality control, picking up local donations, 
bagging donations for families, clerical, actually serving 
the families.   
Families served in the year 2024 - approximately 1850 
families (this worked out to approximately 5500 
individuals).  On average, the pantry served about 45 
families per week. 
Bags of food distributed – approximately 16,650 bags.  
Each family received at least 9 pre-bagged food items, 
but sometimes 10! 
DONATIONS: 
The pantry is totally supplied/stocked by donations 
from multiple sources: 
   About 60% of the donated food given to families came 
from people like yourself.  Whether it is physical items 
(grocery items) or monetary (which purchased items 
needed), The pantry ‘shopped’ for items about every 
other week, thus keeping 
the bags filled!  The pantry 
was a frequent customer of 
Aldis, Dollar Tree, Walmart 
and yes, even Wegman’s! 
**Camp Chapel UMC was 
and is a great partner with the pantry.  Approximately, 
every other week Camp Chapel UMC would purchase 
from Aldi’s and donate hundreds of dollars of necessary 
items -literally making sure that the shelves stayed 
filled!  God Bless Camp Chapel UMC and Mike/Pat Ryan 
for their shopping labor of love!** 

   Also – many great organizations held food 
drives for the pantry this past year:   Shine 
FM, local schools, the Masons, the Ravens 

Roost, White 
Marsh Police Precinct, 
St. Joseph’s Boy/Girl 
scouts, Perry Hall Manor 
Association and local 
churches nearby.   
   About 35% of the 
donated food given to 
families came from the 

Maryland Food Bank.  These items are greatly 
appreciated and includes the frozen meat/fish/chicken.  

Maryland Food monthly donations 
averaged in weight about 3500-4000 
pounds.  This usually included about 
enough frozen meat for about 150-
160 families.  The MFB donations also 
included non-perishables (canned, 
bottled, and dry food products). 
Occasionally (maybe 6 times a year) , 

MFB donations also included perishable items like eggs, 
bagged fruit, and shelf milk. 
   About 5% of the donated food given to families came 
from Weis Bakery (located on Joppa Rd).  Almost every 
week, Weis bakery donated on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
baked items in two categories – bread 
items and dessert items (all in date!).  
These items were given out as fast as 
they came in – keeping two freezers 
filled and then emptied continuously 
in the same week!  All of this was a true treat for the 
families – thank you Weis!! 
GOD BLESS YOU!  Your donations are making a true 
difference in so many lives. 
   Looking ahead to 2025 – The pantry does not see any 
changes to the need as we look ahead in the new year.  
In fact, the pantry is serving what it probably it’s max – 
about 180 families per month.  The pantry is ‘small’ in 
size but big in heart – because of you!   
   Thank you for your continuous support, love, and 
donations – big or small, every can, box, dollar donated 
makes the pantry successful in its mission!  May your 
2025 be filled with peace, joy, love and good health! 
 

UPDATE:  Annual Holiday Food Basket Distribution 
   Wow – it is hard to believe but Thanksgiving has 
passed and Christmas is almost here!  We all recognize 
that the holidays are a very special time of year for 
families!  One of the biggest traditions is spending time 
together – and sharing a special holiday dinner with 
those you love! 



   For at least the past 20 years, Perry Hall 
UMC families have made this tradition 
possible for hundreds of families!  
Because of you, the tradition has lived on 
in 2024! 

   On Saturday, November 23rd  (from 1-3 pm) - 
approximately 50 families received a wonderful ‘basket’ 
that contained all the ‘fixings’ for a holiday dinner!  
These families came from the local community all the 
way over to Dundalk!  The families were so happy, so 
grateful to your kindness and love!  Thank you to 
everyone that came to help distribute the love and 
kindness within those baskets! 
   On Saturday, December 14th  (from 1-3 pm) a second 
holiday basket distribution will occur.  The families are 
still being registered (at this writing) but the baskets will 
be ready for them!  
SUMMARY: 
   The goal was set for 100 families to receive a holiday 
basket and because of you, that goal will be fulfilled!  
Your love and compassion truly brought smiles this 
holiday season to families within our communities! 

GETTIN READY FOR THE DISTRIBUTIONS: 

 

by 
   Joyce Ziegler 
  
  It’s been a BUSY time at 
PHUMC since mid-October, 

when we kicked off our 
annual Operation Christmas 
Child outreach.  We’ve been 
involved in many activities 

that will fill those 
shoeboxes with lots 
of love and 
treasures for the children receiving them.  
   Many of you created beautiful cross 
necklaces for your shoeboxes in the Social Hall 
after church on some recent Sundays.  What an 

awesome, tangible 
reminder of Jesus’s 
love and sacrifice on 
the cross, as these 
children begin their 

faith journey through Operation 
Christmas Child.  
   And we know of at least three 
members in our congregation who have taken on bigger 

OCC challenges.  Anne 
Smith has 
again 
worked 
diligently 
for many 

months to create her infamous cloth 
booklets for our shoeboxes.   

   Edward has set a HUGE goal to donate 
20 shoeboxes by sharing a video about 
Operation Christmas Child with friends 
and family to enlist them to participate.  
He’s even offered to shop for them!       
   Leona has invited her Girl Scout troop to 
either create OCC shoeboxes 
or donate items for our 

PHUMC holiday baskets as the troop works 
on a Community Service badge.  More to 
come on these AWESOME projects!  We 
are so grateful for the extra efforts of 
Anne, Edward and Leona to share their 
love of God with others. 
   Again, this year, the entire Sunday School met on Nov. 

10 to fill 21 OCC shoeboxes, with 
their contents including their 
handmade necklaces and the 
beautiful cloth 
books that 
Anne Smith 
lovingly 
created.   And 

bless you all for including beautiful 
letters to the children.  They will 
absolutely LOVE them!  
 
 
 
   While our Noah’s Ark play has been re-scheduled for 

the winter months, some of our actors and actresses 

have become builders in the meantime!  After Sunday 

School in October and November, they were so excited 

to build a Noah’s Ark model out of Lego-type building 

blocks.  And they’re happy to report that it’s FINISHED, 



waiting to display when we present our play in a few 

months.  DIDN’T THEY DO A GREAT JOB??? 



 
Brenda Reinhart, 
  Chairperson 
   

Family Ministries is hosting a Gingerbread House 
Building Activity on Sunday, 
December 8th, from 10:45-11:45 am 
in the fellowship hall.  Come on out 
for a morning of fun and 
fellowship.  Hope to see you there!       



Sunday 
     December 8th 
10:45 – 11:45 am 
 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall for a delicious treat! 
 



 
    

Folk Music Night: December 
21, 7-10 p.m., featuring  
Damion Wolfe  
(https://www.damionwolfe.com/) 

Damion Wolfe is a singer/songwriter who has released 
several albums, toured nationally, and composed music 
for films. Although known for his acoustic work, 
Damion's latest album, "Shiny Mad", is a 
synth/electronica hybrid of songs. He'll be performing 
some acoustic renditions from the release as well as 
some new material.  His set starts around 8:15. The 
evening begins with an “open mic” at 7:00. The open 
mic resumes after David’s set. Admission is free, but 
donations are welcome.  
  Folk Music Night: January 18, 7-10 p.m., featuring Jeff 
Smith  http://www.humanwilderness.com/) 

Jeff Smith is a singer/songwriter who composes in a 
variety of genres. His songs sometimes shuffle along 
Cajun style, jangle with folk rock, pop, and enrich us 
with storied accounts that are bound in the new world 
of Americana-folk, and instrumental musings that are 

hypnotically captivating, and hip. His set starts around 
8:15. The evening begins with an “open mic” at 7:00. 
The open mic resumes after Jeff’s set. Admission is free, 
but donations are welcome.  The Folk Music Night 
schedule, along with additional information, may be 
found at http://www.folkmusicnight.com/.  Questions 
may be directed to Neil Zimmerman: 410-529-7176 or 
ndzimmer@comcast.net  .       - Neil Zimmerman 




  The Perry Hall Chorale will 
present their annual 
Christmas Concert on Friday, 
December 20th at 7:30 PM in 
the sanctuary.  

   Please join us for a celebration of the holiday with 
vocal and instrumental music reflecting the joy of the 
season.  
   Admission is free. A free-will offering will be taken and 
donated directly to the church.  
   All ages are encouraged to attend.  

Don Appel-Director of Music 




Hello All! Troop 4321 
has had a successful 
and productive start 
to the year, going 

from a group of 9 to 17 second and third grade 
brownies. There have been some growing pains, but we 
have adapted well and will continue to evolve as time 
ticks on. 
   Along with daisy troop 4134, myself and my co-leader, 
Jen, had an initial meet and greet with the girls and 
their families at the bowling alley. The hand off from 
the younger troop went smoothly and everyone 
seemed to mesh well. 
   The weeks following consisted of badge earning. 
Returning girls and new members learned to value each 
other through the Making Friends badge. For the 
Democracy badge, the troop split into two houses, 
proposed future badges and outings, negotiated with 
each other and came to a final consensus for the year. 
We also did the Art & Design badge where the girls 
reviewed historically famous pieces of art, drew from a 
still life, and designed a t-shirt of their own. 
   For Halloween, we were blessed with warm weather 
and were able to meet at the picnic tables outside. 
There we did spooky activities related to our Senses 
badge. Amongst lanterns and twilight, the girls 
pondered a mystery touch box, tested their visual 
memory of 20 objects, and tasted and smelled some 
festive snacks. 

https://www.damionwolfe.com/
http://www.humanwilderness.com/
http://www.folkmusicnight.com/
mailto:ndzimmer@comcast.net


   Last week, we had an outing at the Fallston Fire 
Company, where they met a young female firefighter. 
All the girls were impressed! They learned about safety 
and how to get help when they need it. 
   Moving forward, for the holidays, we will be getting 
together and assembling Stockings for Soldiers. Our 
troop has pledged 12 to go to active duty or veterans, 
unable to be with their loved ones this time of year. 
They will be filled with treats, warm accessories, games 
and cards made by the girls. In the spirit of giving back, 
our troop will also be meeting to do park clean-up at 
Double Rock Park. 
   The growth in our girls these past 3 months has been 
unbelievable; They continue to work on their social 
development while learning, having fun and creating 
lasting memories. We are truly grateful for the shared 
space at PHUMC and will do our part to always be 
better (and quieter) neighbors. 
   Lauren Chester, Troop Leader



 






 

 

Christmas Tea and Gingerbread House making – 

 Sunday, December 8th from 10:45 – 12:00 
Blue Christmas Service – Thursday, December 12th 
 at 7 pm in the Chapel 
Breakfast with Santa – Saturday, December 14th    
 from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Christmas Caroling and Crafting – Sunday, December  
 15th from 11:15 am – 6 pm 
Perry Hall Chorale Christmas Concert – Friday, 
          December 20th at 7 pm 
Winter Craft Making & Bring a Friend to Sunday  

   School – Sunday, January 19th 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

(Outside Group Events Not Included)
 

December  1 – Coffee Hour after church 
      3 – Bible Study  12 pm 

                    4 – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm 
       5 – WISH  10:30 am 
                    7 – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 

      8 – Christmas Tea after church  

    –  Gingerbread House making after church                             
     10 – Bible Study  12 pm 
                   11 – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm 
     12 – Blue Christmas Service  7 pm 

    14 – Breakfast with Santa  9 am – 12 pm 
          – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 

                         – Holiday Baskets Distributed  1 – 3 pm 
                   15 – Coffee Hour after church 
                         – Christmas Caroling and Crafting   

              11:15 am – 6 pm   
     17 – Bible Study  12 pm 
     18  – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm 
     19 – United Methodist Men  7 pm  
     20 – Perry Hall Chorale Christmas Concert   

7 pm 
     21 – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 
           – Folk Music Night  7 pm 
     22 – Coffee Hour after church  
     24 – Christmas Eve Service  7 pm 
          – Pre-service Concert  9:30 pm  
          – Christmas Eve Service  10 pm 
     25 – Merry Christmas! 
     25 – Jan. 1 – Church Office Closed 
 

    January   1 – Happy New Year! 
        2 – WISH  10:30 am 
                     4 – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 

       5 – Coffee Hour after church  
8 – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm                       
9 – United Women of Faith  7 pm 

      11 – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 
           – Take down Christmas Decorations  9 am 
                   12 – Coffee Hour after church 
      13 – Finance Meeting  7 pm  
       14 – Trustees Meeting  7 pm 

     15  – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm 
     16 – United Methodist Men  7 pm  
     18 – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 
           – Folk Music Night  7 pm 

            19 – Winter Craft Making after church   
          –  Bring a Friend to Sunday School                             

        21 – Bible Study  12 pm 
                    22 – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm 
      25 – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 
                    26 – Coffee Hour after church 
                    29 – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm 
 

  

   



 

 
 

Christmas Services 
 

A Blue Christmas Service 
Thursday, Dec. 12th – 7 pm 

 
Christmas Eve  

Family Service  - 7 pm 
 

Christmas Eve Concert 
9:30 pm 

 
Christmas Eve 

Service – 10 pm 
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By Denise Boyd 
 

   A few years ago we tried a new idea – a “Drive-thru 
Spaghetti Dinner”.  This was, of course, post-pandemic 
when people were still wary about venturing out into 
public gatherings.   
   To say the least, we were pleasantly surprised by the 
simplicity of the operation as well as the outcome.  It 
was phenomenal! 
   There was a minimal number of people needed to pull 
it off, AND the customers LOVED IT!!  We had a 
fantastic turnout. 
   In looking for a way to make a continuing contribution 
to the Capital Campaign (which you will be hearing 
more about very soon), the Ad Council agreed to try a 
monthly Drive-Thru Spaghetti Dinner.  Beginning in 
February, every first Saturday will be Drive-thru days! 
   The goal will be to get two or three crews of 6 adults 
and 2 youth who are willing to be on a rotating 
schedule.  This way, all will have a chance to participate 
every month, every other month, or even every third 
month! 
   I will be looking for volunteers very soon, so please 
keep this in mind.  Hopefully, when asked, you will be 
willing to a YES!  If you know already that you are willing 
to be part of our work crew, please call me at 443-787-
8687 and we can talk!  
   Looking forward to this endeavor with all of you. 

  


