A Message from The Pastor

Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! Cozy Winter
Greetings! Do you make new year resolutions? | used
to do that, but | stopped some years ago. | had trouble
keeping them, then | would feel discouraged. There
seemed to be little reason to put myself through that
every year, so | didn’t. Perhaps it was the content of
the resolution. Maybe | chose resolutions that were
unrealistic. | suspect that it might also have had
something to do with the time of year. It seems like a
good idea to start afresh in such an important
transition as a new year. But January is a dreary time
of year, so maybe | had trouble staying motivated in
the gray and cold of winter.

Maybe | wasn’t clear about to whom | was making this promise: myself, God,
my family? Whatever the reason, | decided to stop making resolutions.
Instead, | try to open myself to the nudges of the Holy Spirit on a regular basis.
Instead of praying to make and keep a big promise once a year, | now strive to
be attentive to what God wants me to do in this moment, in this day. What is
the next step the Spirit is nudging me to take? Living everyday within the will of
Godisindeed a big goal, bigger than any resolution | ever made. But, itis a
worthier goal and | only need to take one step at a time. Any time of year, any
season, | can pray and try to live as the person God created me to be. | strive
to be loving, and kind, and gentle, and faithful, to stand up against evil and
oppression and injustice. May God grant each of us the strength and
discernment to follow those nudges of the Holy Spirit on January 1% and every
day.

Blessings,
Pastor Margery



