
 

        

     

A Message from The Pastor 

   Our culture tends to make a big deal about all holidays. I have 

been seeing Halloween decorations and candy in the stores since 

late summer. At the time of this writing in mid-September, the 

pressure to be prepared for Halloween is building. Halloween is a 

fun holiday: dressing up, trick-or-treating with the children, parties, 

and lots of candy! We have shifted the original meaning of this 

holiday, as we have so many other holidays, and added meanings to 

suit our time and place. It was originally a time of fear and full  

of superstition and ritual to keep away evil spirits. Christianity doesn’t really enter into 

Halloween much at all; we have no need to fear evil spirits or evil of any kind. Jesus has 

defeated evil, and we have confidence in God’s protection. We enjoy the fun of Halloween as 

we do every celebration, living as Christ followers with kindness, love and self-control. While 

our culture may think that Halloween is what this time of year is all about, we know that the 

true holiday (holy day) is the day after Halloween. All Saints Day is a day to honor and 

remember those Christ followers who have gone home to God, especially in the past year. To 

me, while candy and costumes are fun, the real meaning of the last weekend in this month is 

to remember the lives of those who have meant so much. I am inspired by what I have 

received from them, and I strive to be like them in their best moments. Am I being the kind of 

person who will inspire others? Will I be remembered for being kind, for admitting my 

mistakes, for forgiving others, for striving to learn and grow every day, for trying to follow 

Christ in all I do? In the midst of all the light-hearted fun of October 31st, let’s remember to 

be the kind of person who will be remembered well on November 1st.  

 
Blessings,      
Pastor Margery 
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December 2020 



     You are invited to attend the 

Church Conference on Tuesday, 

October 15th, at 6:30PM. A Church 

Conference is a required annual 

meeting in which we connect with 

the Annual Conference and fulfill 

some of our official obligations per 

the UMC Book of Discipline. Several items of business 

will be completed, including setting the pastor’s salary 

and electing church leadership. You may join the group 

meeting at the church, or you may join from your own 

home. We will be attending the meeting via ZOOM. We 

will be led by a clergy member of our conference and 

three other churches will also be included in our ZOOM 

meeting. Each church will vote separately on their own 

church reports. Everyone is invited to attend the 

meeting, but only full members of Perry Hall UMC are 

allowed to vote. To ensure the security of our voting 

process, joining the ZOOM meeting will most likely be at 

least a two-step process with pre-registration required. 

Details about how to join the ZOOM meeting from your 

home will be sent as soon as we receive them. If you 

have any questions, please contact Pastor Margery. 

 

 On Sunday, October 13th, you are 

invited to a service to bless our 

pets. The service will take place at 

11:30AM in the parking lot, near 

the back door. All pets are 

required to be restrained, on a 

leash or in a carrier. In case of 

inclement weather, we will hold an abbreviated service 

and bless your animals in your vehicles, as necessary. 


 

   by 
 Laura Hanna 
 

The days are cooler and 
the leaves are changing 
colors – it must be 

October!  While the autumn season brings so much 
beauty may the beauty be in all of your homes! 

PANTRY NUMBERS 
• Families served so far in 2024:  OVER 1320 

families!  (that worked out to over 3700  
individuals!!) 

• Amount of food given away:  OVER 12,000 bags 
containing food/personal product, baked goods, 
and frozen meat. 

• Averages:  The pantry averages about 45-48 
families a week that are served.   

   GOD BLESS YOU!  Your donations are making a true 
difference in so many lives. 

Volunteers are Heroes!! 

    As you know, the pantry is able to 
‘operate’ because of the it’s volunteers.  
But do you know what the volunteers do?  We have 
volunteers that pick up the twice a week donations from 
Weis, we have volunteers that pick up the donations  
twice a week from the Giant & Weis donation boxes;  
we have volunteers that unload and put away the 3000+ 
pounds of food that Maryland Food delivers once a 
month; we have volunteers that show up on 
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays  ( week after week) 
to greet and give love to the families that come for their 
assistance;  we have volunteers that shop/deliver cases 
and cases of food bi-weekly,  we have volunteers that 
literally bag hundreds and hundreds of bags of food 
every week; we have volunteers that stock/restock the 
family boxes every week (over and over again); we have 
volunteers that check the dates of every item donated 
and then restock the pantry shelves of those donated 
items, and finally we have volunteers that will make 
themselves available whenever a substitute is needed -  
We have an amazing volunteer ‘family’ of about 30 
individuals.   
   While 30 may seem like a large number, sometimes 
our volunteers need a ‘break’ or are ‘ill’ or have 

personal reasons that they are not 
available.  If you would like to be part of 
this wonderful volunteer family, we are 
looking for a few new volunteers that are 
available to work within the pantry on 

either Wednesdays, Fridays, or Saturdays.  As a pantry 
ambassador volunteer, you would help deliver the food 
to the cars of the families (the families drive up to the 
pantry door and remain in their car) and prepare the 
food carts for the next families.  You would be working 
with 2 other volunteers each time (we always have 3 
volunteers working together on Wed, Fri, and Sat) and 
everything is already for you and for the families!  Our 
volunteers may not be Olympian athletes, but they all 
definitely have earned their gold medals!!  So – do you 
have a day or two a month you would like to be part of a 
superhero family??  If so, please call Laura or Dave at 
410-458-1868, we would love to talk with you about 
becoming part of the pantry volunteer family! 

THE HOLIDAYS ARE COMING!   Countdown – less 
than 6 weeks until Thanksgiving! 
    We have all seen the store decorations, sales, and 
advertisements – the holidays are coming upon us 
quickly!  That is very true for the annual holiday basket 



distributions!   We are planning (and hoping) to be able 
to do 2 holiday distributions: 

• Thanksgiving Holiday Basket Distribution is set 
for November 23 -   from 1-3 pm 

• Christmas Holiday Basket Distribution is set for 
December 14 – from 1-3 pm 

For 20+ years Perry Hall UMC has held a holiday food 
basket distribution (and this even included during the 
pandemic!).  While times have changed how the 
distribution is done, the holiday basket is still a beautiful 
gift the church families have given to families within the 
community. 
   What is inside the ‘basket’:   

• A $15 Walmart gift card to be used to buy a 
turkey/ham (or some other entrée) of the 
family’s choice 

• Canned vegetables:  corn, green beans, peas, 
and mixed vegetables  

• Boxed Mashed potatoes 

• Canned gravy 

• Canned jellied cranberry sauce 

• Boxed stuffing mix 

• Dessert – boxed brownie mixes or cake 
mix/with icing 

  You have probably already seen the display in the 
Fellowship Hall for the holiday baskets– we have started 
to collect!  The goal is to provide baskets to 50 families 
for Thanksgiving and another 50 families for Christmas.  
Believe it or not, we have had families inquire about the 
baskets back in August!  Your kindness of the past made 
a great joy for hundreds of families!  As for this year, we 
are hoping to continue the tradition of this kindness. 
   Donations are being collected and will need to be all 
ready by November 17th!  Please, feel free to drop off 
your donations on the display table in the Fellowship 
Hall.  BUT - if you want to leave the shopping to others, 
monetary donations are absolutely accepted!  Just drop 
your monetary donations off in an envelope marked 
‘holiday basket’ in the offertory basket 
or at the pantry office or in the ‘pantry 
mailbox’ on the mailbox cubby shelf 
between the pastor and office doors. 
   While we can never thank you enough for your 
generous giving that you have done in the past, do 
know that every dollar you have ever given has gone 
directly to food – whether the pantry or the holiday 
baskets – for the families that has been served by 

PHUMC missions!  Your donations 
have made a true difference in 
hundreds of lives! 

 
by 

   Joyce Ziegler 
 
Our Sunday School 

children have been busy working on a wonderful play 
about Noah.  They will be presenting the play on 
Sunday, October 27th, during the church service.  We 
hope that you will be able to join us for this stellar 
event!  (And, YES!  The animals will be there!)  You are 
invited to stay after the service for a special coffee hour 
to celebrate. 
   Again, this year, we will be participating in Operation 
Christmas Child.  The kick-off for the collection will be 
Sunday, October 12th.  Look for an email coming soon 
with all the information. 
   As in recent years, our Sunday School will be honoring 
veterans, both at PHUMC and with military 
organizations.  And we again need YOUR help to honor 
them.   
   In October, we will have an area set up in the narthex 
for all of our church members to sign Thank You cards 
and express their gratitude to our veterans for their 
service.  The note cards will then be sent back to the 
charity organizations that help support veterans, to be 
distributed to them before November 10th. 
   And if anyone has any extra military Thank 
You cards that they are not using, we could 
use them too!  Please contact Joyce Ziegler 
to arrange for pick-up.  THANKS! 

 
PLEASE HELP!   COME 
SIGN OUR CARDS TO SHOW OUR 
GRATITUDE TO OUR VETERANS! 
 

 
    

We are looking for volunteers 
to help with the Thrift Store. 
The Thrift Store is open on 
Saturday mornings from 9:00 
to 12.00. If you know a high 

schooler that may need service hours, we can provide 
them for volunteering. The Thrift Store is a great way to 
meet members of our community and socialize with 
your follow volunteers.  If you think you may be 
interested in volunteering stop by any Saturday and see 
how the Thrift Store operates. At this time, we are a 
group of 5. Please think about volunteering for 3 hours 
on any given Saturday. We would love to have you. Feel 
free to contact Kathy Loggins at 443-858-7853 or email 
me at katlog04@aol.com with any questions. 
 

mailto:katlog04@aol.com


   At our September 15th church 
service, we honored the PHUMC 
Altar Guild and Acolytes.  We 
appreciate all 14 of the Altar Guild 
members for their dedication to 
caring for our altar and preparing it 

for each church service.  They are:  Pastor Margery, 
Heather Zell, Peggy Winchester, Gloria Barlow, Kay 
Pokrzywa, Peggy Whiting, Judy Mayes, Pat Walter, 
Christy Moore, Lois Welsh, Debbie Siegert, Bettye 
Gramlich (retired), Joyce Ziegler, and Kim Cole.   
   We also thanked Catherine, Sophia, Leona and 
Sydney, our four acolytes, and Trystan, who is always 
on standby to fill-in, for their commitment to serving at 
our church service each week.   
    Special recognition was given to Bettye Gramlich and 
Lois Welsh for the many hours they’ve spent over the 
years making the beautiful banners we see in our 
sanctuary each week.  With the help of many other 
church members throughout the years, Bettye and Lois 
have not only created the large banners that hang on 
each side of the altar, but they have also made many 
other banners that are still displayed throughout the 
church.  We especially thank Bettye and Lois for making 
the beautiful banners that are presented to each of our 
confirmands every year.  A reception followed in the 
Social Hall.  
   Thank you all for your wonderful service to our 
church.     

    

Folk Music Night: September 
7, 7-10 p.m., featuring  
Mike Hummel. 

   Mike is a singer/songwriter 
from the Washington, DC, area. He has written over 130 
original songs and has released one CD. He performs at 
farmer’s markets, porch and pop-up concerts, and 
various other venues. He is a dynamic guitar player, 
with a strong and expressive voice. His music is 
influenced by Simon & Garfunkel, Cat Stevens, the 
Beatles, and others.  His set starts around 8:15. The 
evening begins with an “open mic” at 7:00. The open 
mic resumes after Lynn’s set. Admission is free, but 
donations are welcome.  
   The Folk Music Night schedule, along with additional 
information, may be found at 
http://www.folkmusicnight.com/.  Questions may be 
directed to Neil Zimmerman: 410-529-7176 or 
ndzimmer@comcast.net  .       - Neil Zimmerman 




W.I.S.H. (Women Interested in 
Studying and Helping) meet the 
first Thursday of each month.  
We will meet again on 
Thursday, October 3rd at 10:30 

am in room 102.  All ladies with a free morning are 
welcome to join us in Fellowship and Friendship.  Please 
call Vivian Creasy at 410-256-5557 if you have any 
questions. 

 
 

 

 

Coming October 19th 
WE NEED YOUR FLEAS ….and your help! 

 

   Our annual Flea Market will be held on October 19th 
from 8 am – 1 pm.  We are looking for gently used, 
unbroken, and CLEAN items to sell.  You can bring in all 
items and put them in the Fellowship Hall on the tables 
under the window closest to the elevator. 
   We ask that you PLEASE do NOT bring dirty items.  We 
don’t have the time to clean everything that comes in.   

http://www.folkmusicnight.com/
mailto:ndzimmer@comcast.net


Also, please do NOT bring in broken items, or items with 
missing pieces.   
   If you plan to bring something that runs on batteries, 
please bring the batteries with it.  No one will buy an 
item if they can’t see it working. The same goes for any 
items that plug in.  Please be sure to test them at home 
first.  If they DO NOT work, don’t bother bringing them 
in. 
   There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board in the 
narthex.  If you can’t get there to sign up, but are willing 
to help, please call Denise Boyd at 443-787-8687.  We 
will need people to set out all the items the two days 
before, and lots of people to cashier, serve snacks, help 
customers, and pack up items.  Then we will need help 
on Sunday and Monday after the Flea Market to pack 
up leftovers and take them to the thrift store.  We hope 
that you can join us during these fun days of fellowship! 

  

Looking Ahead! 
   There will be a Chicken and Meatloaf dinner on 
Saturday, November 9th.  We will serve from 4:00 – 6:30 
pm.  This is a much more involved dinner to prepare 
and serve than a spaghetti dinner.  We will need lots 
and lots of help for this one!   
   Signups will be coming out very soon, so please put 
this on your calendar and make every effort to find a 
job that suits YOU for this event.   
   We will need lots of help the day before to make 
meatloaf and prep the chicken.  Also, lots of help in the 
kitchen the day of the dinner. 
   As always, we will need our bakers to get busy, too.  
We had a fabulous showing at of baked goods at the 
Spaghetti Dinner.  Let’s do it again! 

 


 
 



 
 
 

 Beachmont Corn Maze – Saturday, October 12th – 
1:00 pm  
 Blessing of the Animals – Sunday, October 13th – 
11:30 am in the parking lot. 
Annual Flea Market - Saturday, October 19th – 8 
am to 12 pm.   
Pastor Appreciation Day Luncheon – Sunday, 
October 20th, after church service. 
Sunday School Children present “Noah” – Sunday, 
October 27th, during the worship service. 
Chicken and Meatloaf Dinner and Bake Sale – 
Saturday, November 9th – 4:00-6:30 pm 

(Outside Group Events Not Included) 
 
     October  1 – Bible Study  12 pm  

       2 – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm 
        3 – Finance Meeting  7 pm 
        5 – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 
                         – Folk Music Night  7 pm 

       6 – Coffee Hour after church 
       7 – Bible Study  7 pm 
       8 – Bible Study  12 pm 

                     9 – Choir and band rehearsal  7 p 
      10 – United Women in Faith  7 pm 
                    12 – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 

 13 – Coffee Hour after church  
      –  Blessing of the Animals  11:30 pm                            

        14 – Bible Study  7 pm 
                15 – Bible Study  12 pm 
                     – Church Conference  6:30 pm 
                     – Perry Scope Deadline   

     16 – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm 
      17 – United Methodist Men  7 pm 

     19 – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 
            – Flea Market  8 am-12 pm 
         20 – Pastor Appreciation Sunday 

  – Pastor Appreciation Luncheon after              
church 

                  21-27 – Pastor Away  
     23 – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm 
     26 – Thrift Shop open  9 am-12 pm 
     27 – Sunday School Presents “Noah” play  
          –  Special Coffee Hour after church 
     28 – Bible Study  7 pm 
     29 – Bible Study  12 pm  
          – SPRC Meeting 
     30 – Choir and band rehearsal  7 pm 



 

Save Those Calendars! 
 
The Food Pantry is once again 
asking for donations of your 
unwanted 2025 calendars.  
Please save all those that you receive in the mail and 
bring them to church.  You can give them directly to 
Peggy Whiting or place them in the Food Pantry mailbox 
on the wall outside of the church office.  The Food 
Pantry clientele will be happy to receive them! 


