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Ash Wednesday 

February 17, 2021 
(see last pages for hymn lyrics and scripture readings) 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE           “Blest Feast of Love”           arr. John Duro 
   
OPENING HYMN   “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”      103 UMH 
   
CALL TO CELEBRATION  
 Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader:  Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the Gospel of God 
 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
 hand; repent and believe the Gospel.” He also said: “I have come 
 that you might have life and have that abundantly.” 
 All: We come before God this night, Ash Wednesday, the 
 beginning of Lent, to hear God's word, to confess our sins, and 
 to ask God to strengthen us in our faith that we might live more 
 holy lives. Amen. 
  
OPENING PRAYER 
 All: Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have 
made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent.  Create and make in 
us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and 
acknowledging our brokenness, may obtain of you, the God of all 
mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC    “Dust and Ashes”  Brian Wren 
    Denise Boyd, Soloist    
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17  OT. Pg. 846 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON  Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21 NT. Pg. 5 
 
THE WORD PROCLAIMED “Cleansed by Ashes” Pastor Victor Harner 
 



 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 Leader: Most Holy and merciful Father, we confess to you, to one 
another, and to the whole communion of saints in heaven and on  earth, 
that we have sinned against you by our own fault in thought, word and 
deed; by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We 
have not loved neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as 
we have been  forgiven. 
 People:  Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 Leader: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served 
us. We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved  your 
Holy Spirit. 
 People: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 Leader:  We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the 
pride, hypocrisy, and  impatience of our lives. 
 People: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 Leader: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our 
exploitation of other people, 
 People: We confess to you, Lord. 
 Leader: Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those 
more fortunate than ourselves. 
 People: We confess to you, Lord. 

 Leader: Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, 
and our dishonesty in daily life and work, 
 People: We confess to you, Lord. 
 Leader: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to 
commend the faith that is in us, 
 People: We confess to you, Lord. 
 Leader: Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have 
done; for our blindness to human need and suffering, and our 
indifference to injustice and cruelty, 
 People: Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 Leader: For all false judgements, for uncharitable thoughts 
toward our neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those 
who differ from us. 
 People: Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 Leader: For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our 
lack of concern for those who come after us,  

 People: Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 Leader: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us; 
 People: Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 
 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES  
  {The pastor imposes ashes on the forehead with the sign of 
 cross. The congregation remains silent}. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen 
 
HYMN OF PARTING  “God of the Ages”      698 UMH 
  
BENEDICTION 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE     “ ’Little Fugue’ in A Minor”                      J.S. Bach 





 

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, the 40 days that precedes Holy 

Week and Easter. In the Christian Scriptures the number 40 relates to the 

period spent in the Ark by Noah, the period spent by Israel seeking the 

Promised Land after the Exodus, and the amount of time Jesus was in the 

Wilderness after his baptism and prior to beginning his ministry. For us, 

the Season of Lent is an invitation to 40 days of renewal ("Lent" means 

"spring"), 40 days to prepare ourselves to take in the Good News of 

Easter through deeper disciplines of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.  

Ashes are the traditional sign of sorrow and repentance and are also a sign 

of "mortality". Receiving the sacrament tonight reminds us that God's 

love is triumphant over sin and death, and that God remains " in 

communion" with us, that in Christ, our mortality is overcome. 



 
Ash Wednesday Hymns 

 
 

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

 Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 

 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

 Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 
 Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

 Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love 
 

To all life Thou givest, to both great and small; 
 In all life Thou livest, the true life of all; 

 We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
 And wither and perish, but nought changeth Thee. 

 
Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light. 

Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
All laud we would render; O help us to see 
‘tis only the splendor of light hideth thee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

God Of The Ages 
 

God of the ages, whose almighty hand 
 leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

 of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 
 our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 

 
Thy love divine hath led us in the past; 

 in this free land with thee our lot is cast; 
 be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay, 
 thy Word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 

 
From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence, 

 be thy strong arm our ever sure defense; 
 thy true religion in our hearts increase; 

 thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 
 

Refresh thy people on their toilsome way; 
 lead us from night to never-ending day; 

 fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
 and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine. 

 



 

Ash Wednesday Scripture Readings 
 

Old Testament Lesson 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
     sound the alarm on my holy hill. 
 Let all who live in the land tremble, 
     for the day of the LORD is coming. 
 2     a day of darkness and gloom, 
     a day of clouds and blackness. 
 Like dawn spreading across the mountains 
     a large and mighty army comes, 
 such as never was in ancient times 
     nor ever will be in ages to come. 
 “Even now,” declares the LORD, 
     “return to me with all your heart, 
     with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 
 13 Rend your heart 
     and not your garments. 
 Return to the LORD your God, 
     for he is gracious and compassionate, 
 slow to anger and abounding in love, 
     and he relents from sending calamity. 
 14 Who knows? He may turn and relent 
     and leave behind a blessing— 
 grain offerings and drink offerings 
     for the LORD your God. 
 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, 
     declare a holy fast, 
     call a sacred assembly. 
 16 Gather the people, 
     consecrate the assembly;  
 bring together the elders, 
     gather the children, 
     those nursing at the breast. 
  
 

  
 Let the bridegroom leave his room 
     and the bride her chamber. 
 17 Let the priests, who minister before the LORD, 
     weep between the portico and the altar. 
 Let them say, “Spare your people, LORD. 
     Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn, 
     a byword among the nations. 
 Why should they say among the peoples, 
     ‘Where is their God?’” 
 
 

New Testament Lesson  
Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21 
 6 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be 
seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. 
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to 
the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so 
that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in 
secret, will reward you. 
 5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to 
pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. 
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go 
into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 
 16 “When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they 
disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head and 
wash your face, 18 so that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, 
but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done 
in secret, will reward you. 
 19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and 
vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. 
 


